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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the reference 
to related application 10/351,812 should be updated to reflect that it has been 
abandoned. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,8-10,12,17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smalley. Regarding claims 1 and 9 Smalley US 4,392,772 discloses an elevator system 
for a truck body comprising: 

an enclosed truck body having a bed; 

walls enclosing said bed and a door opening in at least one of said walls; 

a retractable platform (10) mounted in said opening; 

at least one drive mechanism (20) for moving said retractable platform; 

wherein said platform is connected to said drive mechanism such that the 
platform retracts into an upright position between the truck body when said platform is in 
a raised position; 

a control mechanism for controlling said drive mechanism. 
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Regarding claims 8 and 17 Smalley further discloses that the drive mechanism 
moves the platform upwards and downwards during operation thereof. 

Regarding claim 10 Smalley further disclose the platform may be placed in the 
side wall of said body. 

Regarding claim 12 Smalley also discloses that the drive mechanism comprises: 

at least two hydraulic cylinders mounted to said body; 

at least two pistons associated with said cylinders, mounted on opposite sides of 
said platform; 

wherein said controls operate to supply hydraulic fluid to said cylinders to operate said 
device. 

Claims 1,9,11,12,18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Himes. Regarding claims 1 and 9 Himes US 3,371,805 discloses a 
vehicle comprising: 

a truck body with a bed (16) side walls (13) and a roof (15); 

at least one door (54)coupled to at least one of said side walls of the vehicle; 

a platform mounted within said doorway that moves between an upright stowed 
position between said side walls and a horizontal lift position; 

at least one drive mechanism (21) for raising and lowering said platform; 

a control system (21) for operating said drive mechanism. 

Regarding claim 1 1 Himes et al. further disclose the platform is attached to a rear 
opening of the vehicle. 
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Regarding claims 12 and 18 Himes et al. also disclose the drive mechanism is 
comprised of at least one hydraulic cylinder hidden within the walls of the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 19 Hines et al. also disclose the control means (21) is located 
outside of said truck body. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4,6,7,13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Smalley as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Ronian et al. 
regarding claims 2,6,7 and 13-15 Smalley teaches the limitations of claims 1 and 9 as 
above, he does not teach the location of the control switches for operation of the device. 
Ronian et al. US 4,010,859 teaches a lift platform for a vehicle comprising: 

a platform for lifting and lowering a load from a vehicle; 

a first switch (SB1) located outside of said vehicle and remote from said platform; 
a second switch (SB2) located within said vehicle and operable while standing on 
said platform; 

said switches for raising and lowering said platform via a drive means. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention to provide 
the device taught by Smalley with dual switches as taught by Ronian et al. in order to 
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allow the platform to be operated by a lone person during either loading or unloading of 
the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 3 and 4 Smalley also teaches that the drive mechanism 
comprises: 

at least two hydraulic cylinders mounted to said body; 

at least two pistons associated with said cylinders, mounted on opposite sides of 
said platform; 

wherein said platform is pivotally mounted between said cylinders. 

Claims 5 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smalley as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Ebato. Smalley 
teaches the limitations of claims 1 and 9 as above, he does not teach rails between the 
side walls of the vehicle and the platform. Ebato US 5,470,188 teaches a rear lift 
platform (8) for a vehicle with rails (15) extending from the walls of said vehicle to said 
platform. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
invention to provide the device taught by Smalley with rails as taught by Ebato in order 
to support the platform when it is being used to lift or lower a load. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Himes in 
view of Ronian. Himes et al. teaches a vehicle comprising: 

a truck body with a bed (16) side walls (13) and a roof (15); 

at least one door (54)coupled to at least one of said side walls of the vehicle; 

a platform (10) mounted within said doorway that moves between an upright 
stowed position between said side walls and a horizontal lift position; 
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at least one drive mechanism (21) for raising and lowering said platform; 

a control system (21) for operating said drive mechanism. Himes et al. do not 
teach an inside control mechanism. Ronian et al. teaches a lift platform for a vehicle 
comprising: 

a platform for lifting and lowering a load from a vehicle; 

a first switch (SB1) located outside of said vehicle and remote from said platform; 
a second switch (SB2) located within said vehicle and operable while standing on 
said platform; 

said switches for raising and lowering said platform via a drive means. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention to provide 
the device taught by Himes et al. with dual switches as taught by Ronian et al. in order 
to allow the platform to be operated by a lone person during either loading or unloading 
of the vehicle. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon, but considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is: Woodward (1951), Downing (1980) and Kendall (2003). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles A. Fox whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6923. The examiner can normally be reached between 7:00-4:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen D. Lillis can be reached at 571-272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




-Charles A. Fox 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3652 



